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PALAU & YAP MICRONESIA
October 2iNov 16 2015

Route: Vancouver BCSeoul Korea Palau  Traveled onAir Canada & Korean Air

Inter-island route:PalaucYap Traveled on: United

Route home: YapPalaa Seoul Korem Vancouver Traveled on: United, Korean Air & Air Canada
Departure day:

I think this might be the only flight that we depart during daylight hours. Every other flight we take
leaves olands in the middle of the night. Our flight to Seoul was aboard the new Dreamliner 787 on Air
Canada, really nice plane and the flight was smooth and uneventful. We had a 3 hour layover in Seoul
and then a 4 Y2 hour flight into Palau at which we lanae®:30 am. Quick through immigration, pick up
luggage and off we go to the Palasia Hotel. Easy ehgfle vy 2 LI LISNB2N] = KSNBQa

night. The next morningféer breakfast a group of us decide to wander around and see thg sights close

by. We walk on down to the Aquarium, a par drtlvee run across the Drop Off band | believe it is

really time for a cold one. Red rooster is on tap and makea fiixe pt stop on the water. We ran

acrosshe Ocean Hunter lll office and introdiRe 2 dZNE St @S&a | yR (GKSy 6S ¢SI
same thing, stopped for a cold beer and then they gave us a ride back to our hotel. A quick dip in the
pool when we get back and then off to forage for food. The desk gave us the name of Rilgdod

place for some Lumpia and Udoridis is a very local place, great food, and ch&apt hit the spot and

back at the hotel we finish the night off with a couple of drinks at the bar for Happy hour. Mike, Liz and
Allison all fly in tonight at 8:00 pm bttie group is fading fast so we will just have to catch up with them

in the morning.

Day 2

Up early forbreakfast and the group is &lkre. We enjoy a leisurely morning as we wait for our joipgk
at 12:30 pm from the Ocean Hunter Ill. We will board thettzoal hopefully be diving by this afternoon.

They are right on time and the ride to the office is only about 10 minutes away. We finish up final
paperwork and relax as they load all the luggage on the ship. The dive store is called Fish n fins which i
anaher part of the Ocean Hunter Group. Here they day boats out which would be an option if you

do not want to do a liveboard. The store is well stocked wahpplies if you have forgotten something

at home. The dive skiff is one of the biggest | haensand it easily takes all 18 of us out to the Ocean




Hunter. After
introductions and
how things work
we start the
process of
unpacking and
setting up our
dive gear to get
ready for a dive at
4 pm. Our check
out dive will be a
wreckclose by
called H&a Adeiwhich had some life on it and good
schooling fish, but really is just meant to be a checkout
dive.

Everyone does great and we are back for a quick snack and
* then the night dive. The night dive is on the Helmet Wreck,

. which unfortunately the dimets did not survive since the

| last time we were here 13 years ago. There are still a few

Y gas masks and mortar shells, and made for a pretty easy
dive. Back on board for dinner and everyone quickly
disappearednto their bunks for a good night sleey/e are not moving tonight, buat about 5:30 am

we will move an hour away to a new area of diving for tomorrow.

Day 3

When the boat started up that was the que for everyone to get up. | think everyone is anxious for the
diving to start. We are located in the Ulong Channel area and this is where we will spend the day. The
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and warm. Lots of wall diving today with just a littlerent. On the second diwee are going to deploy

our reef hooks for the first timel'he guides are so funny, they gave us all kinds of time to get ready,
telling you to get youhook out and get ready. Weruise into the elbow where everyone hooks up and
f221a tA1S GKS& |Wehave shrksand Sngdpeér allddhooldg aroyirdl making for a
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nice show. After we release from the corner we drift over the reef @utiéul hard corals. Bob drops
down to the reef as something has caught his eye and up he comes with a Shearwater dive computer!
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We jump in orthe Ulong Channel
RNATG RAGS IyR
dive. Congratulations Kathy! The
drift through the channel was
really nice, lots of healthy coral
and fish life. Our guide Ogie takes
off his fins and | have no idea wha
he is abing when he puts them

_ together and starts surfing over
the sand. | am cracking up as | haveereseen this technique before. We spottedeav Turtles toward

GKS SyR (2 FTAYAAK Al 2FFd LGQa 3 Bnoiher shask afdibacls A y
Ay GKS 61 GSNJ ¢S 32d hdzNJ I §SNIF 3S RAGS GAYS Aa |
in 5 dives a day. As it turns out we are moving the boat over to German Channel area so no late dive
G2RF@® ¢KIy{ 32 2 Roll8danother divie RAay. Kienanotheizbidiciolis m@aig

then everyone maes their way to their bunks taall it a night.

Day 4

¢tKS AYGSNBaldAy3d LINI 2F GKAA A0S [F62FNR O2VYLN
big crossings. Narally, the boat travels at night as you try to sleep with engines running and everything
creaking. It is really nice to stay anchored at night so the boat is reallyandté have been sleeping

great The day starts out again at 6 am and we are readjot@®ur firstdive was New drop off which

was amazing with lots of Sharks feeding, tons of schooling fish, huge Barracuda and a nice size octopu:s

e

There were a couple of Turtles at the baging of the dive and one smaller size Tusiteatching his
back on a rock at the end. Back on the boat for a big breakfast and then off to dive #2 which was a
vertical wall at the start of German channgkre there is a huge ball and chain that apparently the
Americans put across the channel to block any of tipadase coming from Korogo interesting to see
this history that still exist todayl'ime toeat again and then more diving of cour3éird dive today on
Turtle Wall Peggy hits her 70dive, way to go Peggy! Group 1 saw all the Turtles while the rest of

missed them all together. Thé'4live today was German Channel to look for Mantas and it did not
disappoint. We had 3 swimming together and Bob scorél magic fingers once again. Palau was the
first place that | had seen a Manta and it veaiting to see the here again 13 years later. The drift



through German Channel at the end was fun and the hard corals in the channel are beautiful. The crew
offers one more dive for the day and everyone taps out except Mary and Allison. The rest @yus en
Fy23KSNJ Tl 6dzf 2dza YSIFE 2F NRoaA FyR ddzyl &l aKAYA
for a goody” A 3 &ldef We are staying anchored here for another day of diving tomorrow.

Day 5

Another calm night and beautiful sunrise today.ihthwe have another 5 dives on the schedule for
today starting with Blue CorneWe drift in and we are the only boat here this morning which makes it
really niceThis is really the advantage of the live aboard over land based, that you are alreadgreut th
and can be the first ones on the dive sight. The current is pewitbtjust enoughmovementfor great

Shark action, but not so strong our masks are blowing off. We enjoy 45 minutes of Sharks cruising by,

-

sometimes they were so close maybe ldsart 5 feet away. We release our hooks and drift off over the
reef where the big residellapoleonWrasse hangs out. Back to the boat fovell-deservedoreakfast

and then our secath dive is at Blue Holes whicha large cave with several light holes cagndown

from the surface making for some pretty dramatic photos. Scott enjoysgitiinhis throne at the

bottom whenall of a sudden we are invaded by divers. They are coming from every direction and the
o cave is now fulbf people Holy diver soup! We éed stage left and it is

just a cluster even on the outside. | think every boat has decided to do
this dive at exactly 10:30 am. Dive 3 was a nice reef with lots of Turtles
anda nice Crocodile Flathead sitting in a sandy spot. Our last dive of the
dayiso I O1 G2 DSNXYIyYy [/ KIyySt (2 221
sidethis timeas they were a no show, but we did have plenty of Sharks,
schooling fish and a couple of huge Dog Tooth Tuna. Our time
underwater is over for the day, nadght dive tonight buthe moon is out

in fulland it is huge. Time for dinner and another early night as
tomorrows divingis starting %2 hour early at 6:30 am.

OurR I &dvanture begins with a Shark dive at Blue corner. This time the
current is running the oppositdirection so we hook in on the other side.
The visibility is really good this morning and we hapéenty of shark and
fish action once again. Just a really nice way to start off our day. After
breakfast we pack up the boat to do 2 dives over on Pelelis albout a 30
minute run from where we are anchoreand our first dive is Peleliu cut.
This dive can be quite challenging due to currents and it is extremely
important to listen to the guides briefing@he wall is covered in a small
yellow soft coral whih is beautiful. As we drift to the point the schooling
Jacks, Black and Red Snapper and Surgeoargial swimming together.
Amazing to watch them swarm over the redfere are so many it is dizzying
to watch For our surface interval we go to Peleliu where the majority of the




group are doing a land tour to see all the WWII history and the battle of Orange Beach. Our guide is
really knowledgeable about the history as he takes us to see all thessighiind tle island.
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% Welcome to the State of Peleliu
) We hope you enjoy your stzy with s,

S

DO NOT TOUCH!!!
1715 ILLEGAL AND PUNISHASLE UNDER PELELIU STATE LEGISLATURE ILL Nox 02:23-57 'NO PERSON SHALL KNGWINGLY AND
WILLINGLY THE OF A¥Y AND ALL RELICS,
ARTICLES OF A HISTORICAL. LLTURAL, RELIGIOUS. INNATURE
VeHICH AY BE

A WAXIWUM PENALTY OF 515,000 AND A GNE YEAR PRISON SENTENCE APPUIES

From abandonedapnechero planes, toUS tanlkand plenty of bunkes to hide in. We stop to see the
first cave and large machine gun and there is actually a brush fire right next to it. It isseuperand
hot, but we brave it all t@ee the gun emplacement. Eyes watering and choking from the smoke we
P L WSS s AL S B oy 7 .1 /TR i 7

make that stop a quick one. Our last stop of the day is 1000 man cave where the Japanese had dug out
an entire cave system to attack the US soldiers coming across the bay. The tavevsys amazing for

the fact that people (Koreans) dug it out by hand with shovels. As we ventured inside there were all
sorts of cave critters including huge crickets and some big ass spiders! Last but not least it is also filled
with bats. We turn off dlour lights and then a small group of us turn our lights on and all the bats start

to exit the cave. Luckily they anet very big but there are a latf them. Ok, time to say goodbye to all
the creepycrawlies in the caveélvVe rejoin ourgroup back at thelock and departor the mothership
where we have a very late lunch before we do one more dive for the mgheautifu sunset tonight as

Rio?
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Back o the boat we quickly shower as the kitchen crew has been seting up a BBQn the beach.

The evening is gorgeous with a full moon out and flat calm waters as we weave our way through the
islands to a white sarybeach. There is chicken, ribs, beef,gsels, corn and all the grethings that

make up agreatbeach BBQA few more giant bats flying arounohight and the stars are incredible.
Everyone is exhausted sione to call it a night.

Day 7

Another beautiful sunrise and moon set. We are goingit@ German channel one more try for Mantas

and then it is off to Peleliu for another full day of divihgw and behold we had 1 small Manta come by.
It never went to the cleaning station but circled around a few times, enough to get a few shots. We also
saw a Shark at the cleaning station which was really cool as it opened its mouth and went vertical in the
water as the cleaner fish darted in and odthee was a giant Stingray that swam off very quickly along
the reef assoon as it saw u8ack fobreakfast and then ofto Peleliu Express for the first dive which is
covered with the yellow soft coral. We barely had any current so the soft coral was not blooming.

< Normally this dive is screaming current as you drift along, hence the name
& S E LINBedeféactually does not have much coral on it and on the top it
is just a clean barren shelf. We did have a nice Octopus out and cruising
around, changing colors from dark polka dot. Our second diweas White
Beachwhich isa beautiful hard and softazal wall which then turned into a
coral garden with lots of Turtles and Huge Giant Clams. Tligvé was
Turtle Cove and this had to be one of my favorites. It started out with a blue
hole and then turned into a colorful soft coral wall as we driftedrbothe
current. Bob was having computer problems so he ascended to 10 ft for the
entire dive and had a Manta swim right over his head! One more dive to finish off the day at Ngemils
Wall. As we headed for the site the moon was not up yet and the stams seeamazing and the
phosphorescence in the water wauper green. The dive had pleatymacro critters from Nudibranchs,

: - ‘

, Ed
Crabs, Shrimp, Slipper lobster, Turtle and so much more. Back on the boat the group decided to wait to
have dinner for when weeturned and we finished it off with a Happy Birthday dessert for Kappy
Birthday Ken!



Day 8

We are visitinglellyfishLakefirst thing this moriing to beat the crowds. We depatte boat at 7:00 am
and we even beat the rangers there. We have thererlake to ourselves and the sun is out and the

a
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the last time we were hergtasre is nice

birds are just waking up. Things have changed a It>s
concrete steps and docking system in placé/e snorkel out to the far side and as we go wetdtar
see one or two Jellyfish and then we hit the mother lode. We are swimming in Jellyfish soup. They are

‘.‘

Original shot from 2002

Jellyfish Lake 13 yrs later

everywhere. It is so cool and there are so many more than what we savinestWe did try and

recreate apicture | took 13 years ago sincerfy is with us again on this trip. An hour slips by too

quickly as the crew hollers forustoreturntothe ddsk? y Qi YA da GKA & | GGNF O
Time for some breakfast and then out for dive 1 which was the Virgin Blue hole. Helrepyed down

a chimneyto about 90 ft and then you swam out a tunnel to the exit at about 100 ft. The water temp
inside dropped about 10 degrees! Brrrrr! We really enjoy our 83 degree wiatark cold water makes

me hungry soiime to eat agairand thenwe are diving NgetsiDrop Off and Ngebus Coral GardeFise
RNRL) 2FF KI& yAOS az2Ffid O2Nrfa IyR | O2dz2LX S 27
traveling to the nextive, we hit a Manta Ray in German Channel. It was a horrible thud ertdrined

y it will be ok.

6

The water is so shallow here and the light was low in the sky making it impossible to see it. The crew
says this is the fitdime this has ever happened. | really hope that is tfTiee coral gardens is a hard

-



coral garden and we did have a fly by from an Eagle Bayhe time we get back to the boat we have
about 45 minutes beforehte night dive. We travddack to Turtle Oze where it is a steep wall with lots
of crevices for little critters to hide. We had a huge Pufferfish swimming around which scared the
60S2Sadza 2dzi 2F YSH .01 G2 G4KS o62FdG F2NJ RAYYySN

sleepin. At SIad GKFdiQa ¢KIG ¢S (GStt 2dz2NESt gSao
Day 9

The black
plague has hit
the boat. First it
was a simple
head cold that
Marle and Scott
came down
with. Then Ken
and Phyllis with
stomach issues
and then last nighit claimed Dale, Chris and L|z So thigning we spent time wiping down every

railing, handle, and most important the espresso machine. We are hoping to have it contained at this
point and no one else goes down for the count. Our first dive is on thdara, thatis a deep wreck

that wassurk by a torpedo in WWII. Heggou can see théighole blownin the bowwhich took it

down. It is totally encrusted in
corals and makes for a very nice
dive. Congratulations to Mary

who hit her 1108 dive this

morning on it.Great job Mary!
Our2nd dive ighe Jake

Seaplae which sits id0 ft of

water and itisstill in really good
shape. We also found Allis@Pajama Cardinalfish that she had been hoping to see. Back for lunch and
then it is the famous Chandelier CaV¥e went in 2 groups and dove in 4lchambersL R 2 y Qi
remember ifwe went back that far last tima/e were here It is an amazing cave with all telactites
hanging dowrandthen we popup into the breathing chambemshere itis gorgeous. There are also

Mandarin Fish outside the ea entrance in the coral rubbléwas a

little skeptical until out guide found several in the coral, uh, yep they
are right there Our last dive is to Mandarin fish Lake to watch the
mating showL 6 Qa y 20 NBIff& | f. Thgyhave dzi
it roped off now and you have to swim baakwn the passage wawto

the lagoon andhen yousit in 15 feet of water waiting for them to

mate at dusk. They did not disappoint, my rock had great action and
most everyone else had godutck. After the dive we surfaceo a




torrential downpour and the ride back to the boat is very \aatd miserableOn board the crewrinses

and hangs up all our dive gear in hopes that it will dry somewhat before we pack in the morning. We
finishoff our last evening wh a delicious meal and most everyone who was siekré&adyon the mend.
Seems to be a 24olur bug, but has affected each person a little different. | am just praying at this point
GKFG L R2yQd 3S4G AGH

Day 10

We awoke to a horrible sound hitting thed® of the boat and it turned out #amooring we were on was
bumpingthe side of the boatScared the crap out of me since we were in the bowBdiaS NJ (4 KI G L
think | slept very well. Everyone is up bright and early this morning, packing up to begiexbu

a = ==l 5 )
adventure of the trip. The crew makes us a great last breakfast, we put the espresso machine in
overdrive as we prepare for departurd/e sayour goodbye & the crew and settle our final billsack
at the office and then they drop usff atthe Palasia with our luggage. At 10:00 am Sams Tours is
supposed to pick us up and take us to their shop so we can get all set up for tomorrow. At 10:30 am |
have the desk call and they say they are on their way. At 10:45 am they finally show with caredguy
onevanfor16people. St f G KI Q& y2 0 Haalyywa getitite group Nown tBeNE &
shop in 2 trips and our dive gear is still sitting at Fish n Fins dive shop. We shuffle through what final
paperwork needs to be done and in the meamsi all our gear shows up and we get organized for
tomorrow. We will be divided up onto 2 boats and we will go out for 2 boat dives a day. Once we are
finished someof the grouphead back to the hotel and the rest of us grab lunch at the bar. Food there is
good with typical bar foothenu, but the grilled fish sandwich was really good. They give us a lift back to
the hotel where we have the entire afternoon off to do laundry, sleep or do nothing at all. The weather
is cloudy and cool today so no one is rebihthe pool. Some of us meet at the bar for happy hour and
then figure out where to go to dinner. Ken and Phyllis ate lunch at Jasmine Thai, so we opt to go there
for dinner. It is a short walk out the front door and just down on the right. It is a othe $ow. She
could seat 8 of us and there were 2 others finishing up and that is all she has room for. We sort of
overwhelmed her, so much so that she did not answer the phone and she locked the door when anothel
small grouptried to cane in. Her food wadelicious. We hadurries,garlic beef, fried rice etc. In the
end she ended up bringing us out a plate of Phad Thai as she said it was her specialty and none of us
ordered it. Well now we felt bad.It was excellent and if we have the chance to eat tregain | would
order the Phad Thai. | am so full | think | am waddling back to the hotel. Time for some sleeqiseu
to see what tomorrowsliving isgoing to bring us.

Day 11

At breakfast we get the bad news that now Russ, Peggy and Kathy are othevitickness that has

plagued our group. I think there might only be ¥ of us going today. The rest of us are worried that our
GAYS A& O2YAy3 YR y2 2yS gAff Satourdsiduldibk ket atLI |
7:45 am for the pickip, we will see if that really happens afterS a i S peRorn@aszéSurprise,

surprise they were here promptly aty7n p I Y& 2 S ard@etiloade@ onpur ho&tsiand nippat

heads to Ulong Channel while the other boat heads out to Ngemlis area to New drop off. Both of the
boats have great dives the only difference is that in between dives Ulong has a white sand beach to har
out on whileg 2 dz&atiil lunch. Where the bier boa went there is no beaches so they just tied up to

a mooring for their surface interval. We get back to 8anound 2:368:00 pm and several of us o t



try out the shore dive in front of the bafThis is a place they use for training and theeetaings for

ySg aitdzRSyda G2 aSS: odzi L R2y Qi GKAY] L @Aff
Mandarinfish dive, which they say they have very large ones, but all we found was one small one that
came out for a brief time anthen disappeared. Total budtthink we have been underwater for several
hours so | am don&Ve grab a quick cold beer from the bar and then hitch a ride back to the hotel.
Tonight we are going to The Taj which is Indian food for dinner. We would higll;nmend this place
asthe food was very good and theyen had a good Mojitdt is a more expensive place to eat but well
worth it. Way too full once again as we waddle our way back to the hotel.

Day 11

The weather today is much calmer than yesterdayg we have flat water for our hour run out to New
drop off and/ f | NEDgXieSWad. Our guide Jeremy is really worried about the current but as we
2dzYLISR Ay 6S fAGSNIXrfte KFR y2 OURNNGY ( yrRI"divENRdA (
congratulations tdoth Marle and

/| KNAaH .20Qa o2l
and dove the dives that we had

done yesterday. Both boats had
great dives once again. We did have
a huge rain squall come through,

but luckily we were underwater but
Bob was noas licky sincahey

were in it longer. Our ride back was

beautiful as we weaved our way through the rock islands. We stoppedkénaghoto of a beautiful
rockislandi K & KIF & 2dzaid SNRBRSR lgle Aydz2 Iy FYIFTAy3
while a few people do the shore dive and the rest head back to the hotel. Our BBQ dinner was cancellec
for tonight and pushed back to tomorrosince we still have several sick folkge all meet up for happy

hour and then everyone heads off for dinner. Went back to the bakery fdfilpino food and another

group went to trya seafood place. Our place servegye portions and everyone Havay too much food

so we had to waddle home after dinner again. Good thing we are doing all this diving otherwidel | thin
would have gained 10 Ibs by nowWe should have our group back to full boats tomorrow as everyone is
up andfeeling much better



Day 12

Another day out on the water and it begins with sunny skies and a little bumpy water. Both boats make
their way out to the Ngemlis area which is abaut5 minute boat ride. Our boat jumps in on Blue holes

area only we do the wailhstead of the Blu¢doles. 26 Qa4 o621 G 2dzyLlda Ay 2y bS
G§KS OdzZNNBy(d o1 a | Bvéryoneds NGokel i affle had alitliskeNENWRIE 0 @
tank fallirg out and then hisegulator mouthpiece getting tore owtlso.Earlspots him and gickly leaps

to the rescue to help him put it all back together before anyefse could get unhooked! Bravo Earl!

The skies are dark and rain is coming our way as we take a quick break on the
beach. Second dives were Barnum Wall for us and Jimmies Rpkfrétory
RAGSO F2NJ .20Qa 02F0® hdzNBR ¢l a oSl d
came up from the deep, thenchangidgy G 2 | 06 S| dzi A FdzZ& 02
dive had a beautiful coral garden and unique reef structure. The ride back

was a bit wet withpelting rain and the boats goirgach5. Don your squall

gear and hang on for the ridiéf |
RARYy Qi atre AdG St
bring squall gear as you never know
when it will rain Back at the dock
some of the group is doingauick
dive at Chandger Cave since they
missed it earlier. The rest ak head back to the hotel ardkcide
to make our way to Tebang to look at story boards before they
close. We make it in enough time, but you can tell the group h™
already been here and bought out the entory. There are
several men carving new boards to try and replace what
everyone has bought in the last few days. The carvings here g,
muchmore superiorto the jail, so we opt for amall Manta
carving. Really beautifwork and | think we will check bk in a
¥FS¢6 RIFHe&a G2 asSS AT GKSe& KI @8
toursis picking up the grounight at 6:00 pm as we are finally going to have our BBQ dinner night.
There is a huge variety of fotldat they have preparednd it is really good. Aftex few drinks with our
guides, we call it a night and get ready for our last day of diving. We saybgedd Chris as he makes
his waybackhome, departingat the wee hours of the morning.

Day 13

Our morning begins with a torrential downpour as we aréregpbreakfast, followed by a double
rainbow. Kathy predicts that we will see Dolphins today. Sounds good to me. Everyone heads out for
diving today except we leave behind Scott and Penny as they are packingamiyn the wee hours



ofthemorning.Oub 2 & KSIFRa 2dzi 2 !f2y3 FyR g2dZ RyQil ¢
around.Thanks KathyWe try and jump in to snorkel with them but they will just have none of that. So

we give up and just run the boat around in circles so they can la@v Tihis is a

great way to start off our day of diving. We are diving Ulong CIiff, which has
beautiful hard corals, Bumphead ParrotfidlgpoleonWrasse and out on the
point we have a huge school of Jacks, Barracuda and lots of sharks circling
around. At 6a2f dziSte& I YITA
boat dove Barnums Wall that we did
yesterday and they haduftles and more
turtles. So many Turtlethat Liz was run
over by one Our surface interval we spent
running over to German Channel so we

. 2 could dive the shallow corglardens. Upon

entering we see several giant Marble Rays and right after those was a nice small Manta cruising the
shallowsWow,6 S | NBy Qi S@Sy Oftz2asS (2 GdKS alydalr OfSIy,
find a nice Crocodile Flathead and themother Manta circles almost hitting me in the head. It stops at a
cleaning station where we sit and enjoy the shdle other group dives Fairyland where they had large
schools of Jacks and Snapper. They head back after their dives and we stop abealitti¢éo enjoy our
flraid tdzyOK 2y 2dzNJflad RAGS RIFeo .01 Fd {IYQa
enjoy a few cold ones before going and showeringrity come back and havenather BBQ dinner. The

food was really goodnce again and it was more of the local 1: plenty of it. Tonight we say good
bye to Penny and Scott as they catch the 3:00 am flight home.

Day 14

Today is a free day anderyone is heading in different directions today. We see a few of the group at
breakfast while others are just taking a dafyleisure. Ouiislandtour begins at 9:00 am and we are
joined by Marle and Russ. Our driver Jacob will be driving us around today and our tour starts with a
stop at the Capltal Bundlng It is higst like ore in the states which is quite surprising and Jacob tells us
it is only about 10 years old. It has a spectacular view and
sits atop a ridge lin€lhe Vice President of the Senate,
Kathy Kesolei died a couple of weeks ago and today they
are holding a memaal service at the Capital for her. It has
police and secret service people all over the place which
makes taking pictures a little tricky. We tried going down
to the beach, but her house was along the way and there
were people lining the street and tenset uplike a parade

so we turned around and high tailed it out of there before
we got stuck.Second stop is the Ngardmau Waterfall and here you will also fiet@amusement

park which includeaip liningand some little train ride. Both of these loakéike they had seen better
days and busier times gone by. We opted to just hike down to the waterfall which was beautiful. The
water level is a little low so it is not quite roaring over the rock, but when standing underneath the fall it




is quite panful says Bobwho was the only brave or crazy one to stand underneath it! The hike back

was a long, uphill trek, probabdygood 30 minutes each way. At the top we have our lunch before
Y2@AYy3 2y (2 GKS aid2yS Yz2y2f AdeKac KO3 NBE SIRNK ¢KS &
basalt, some weighing over 5 tons. The origins of the stones are still unknown and several of them have
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west ornorth to south. Same with the faces as they are all facing a different direction, almost like they
are looking at each other. After that, Bob was curious about a Japanese lighthouse located at the most
Y2NIKSNY LRAYyG 27F (KS bauditbutyrie of the oeéd nigrdak tReStorie fagey Q G
did and told us where to go. Jacob was up for it so away we went and the view from there is 180

degrees and if they trees were cut down you could have had a 360 degree view. What is left of the
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building shows plenty of bullet holes where they shot the shit out of it during the @ar.last stop is in
the state of Aimeliik and there is a buildioglled a Bai, which is a traditionélS y'r@eéting house. Here
the men gather from different states to discuss issues or disputes between the states. Afterward the
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y woman from that state. There a@nly 4
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brought us back to the hotel at 5:00 pm,
not sure what took so long but then again
it is a long drive to the North end. We are
all getting together for dinner tonight at
Elilai restaurant, this is a place Mike
heard great thigs aboutso we are excited to try it out and it did not disappoint. It is located up on a
KAffaARS GAGK || o0SlIdziATdAd GASs FyYyR SOSNEB2YSQa
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more expensive side but certainly worth it. This was our last night in BPakave we fly otitomorrow
night for Yap, so it was the perfect way to end the trip. They have free shuttle service, so we hopped in
the vanand back to the hotel we went.

Day 15

Our morning starts out pretty leisurely with a slow breakfast and then we have some errands to run to
tidy up some last minute business. A few of the group are doing the land tour today, unfortunately it has
been rairing all morning so there might be a bit more water in the waterfall for them. At least the hike

up and back will not be sweltering hdtive of us caught a cab to run some errands to finish up some
business today. It basically was $5 per person for 1 bbdriving us wherever we needed to go. It took

us exactly an hour and then we were back at the hotel getting the rest of our stuff packedauyr for
departure tonight Boband2 dzii (G2 KIF @S fdzy OK FyR &ad2LJJSR i a
looked good and | had my mind set on fresh spriolis after seeing them on theenu last night. So

after messing around for %2 an hour we just decided to catch a ride and head up to Elilai restaurant and
eat what we wanted. We enjoyed the great view, a ni@sglof wine and some fresh spring rolls with a
wonderful gorgonzola papaya salad. They were still running the shuttle service so we caught a ride back
to the hotel just in time to catch our 90 minute massage. We have a late checkout today so we shower
andfinish up packing and make it down to the lobby with all our luggage at 6:00 pm. The group is down
at the bar for happy hour and report back that everyone had a great time doing all the different things
they were doingWe have a couple of drinks and thes try Mog Mog for dinner. They are fast and
efficient and most people have tempura or the mixed grill, it is ok, but certainly not the best place we
went. Back to the Palaskdotelto hang out until 9:30 pm and then we load the luggage truck and 2 vans
take us to the airport. The ride is about 25 minutes to the airport and when weedrthink we are the

first ones to check in. United Airlines is the flight that we are taking to Yap

which continues onto Guam departing at 12:25 am. It is a full flight &age
no idea why all the flights in Micronesia depart and arrive in the middle of
night. When departing from Palau we had to pay a $20 departure tax and
$30 green fee, CASH. | thought it was only the $20 because it was a dom
fightbutilwass N2y 3 FyR LQY LINBGG& adzNB
when we come back into Palau for our flight home. The flight to Yap takes
minutes and when we landed we hit hard atig pilot slammed on the
breaks. Maybe this is why they fly at night soybu€Qi aSS K2 ¢
pilot comes to unning the plane off the tarmadimmigration is fast and easy
pick up luggage, hand over customs paperwork and the resort staff for the
Manta Ray Bay Resort is standing there ready for us. They quickly mark
roomy dzYy 6 SNJ 2y GKS ol 3a FyR GKSy f 2
The resort is only a 10 minute ride away and once we arrive they give yo




quick 10 minute tour and then go to your room and your luggage will be
there in about 5 minutes. It is now abt 3:00 am as you do jump ahead 1
hour. By the time we figure out all the things in the room it is almost 4:00 am
before passing out.

Day 16

Breakfast ends at 10:00 am so we are up at about 9:00 am to eaigurd but all the details of dive
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get everyone moving in the right direction. We will be split on 2 boats for the first couple of days and
then we will be put on one boat. The offer 2glivestoday if we wantand everyone is up for it,

although a bit tired, we are excited to see what Yap has to offer us. John tells us to set up for macro
which is a change as everything we have been shooting has been mostly wide anglet Givefgise is

Slov and EBsy which has a Scorpion Leaffish, lots of nudis, gobies and all the macro we have been

craving. The second dive we cross through a narrow mangrove channel out to the other side and dive
aAQf [/ KIyySt gKAOK A& 1Y 2vérnfacrd @NOf colirsé Shorfydntosh@ d@vg
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wide from the group A short time later one of them does a quick drive by as it makes its way back up
the channel. Back at the resort the dive staff takes care of all your gear you just take your wetsuit and
cameraWe just love that kind of service! We quickly shower andkenaur way over to the Mnuw

| which is a large vessel anchoregt in front of the

resort. Here is where all your meals are served and

of course the bar is located on the top deck. There is

a quickY I y I Ineldameémeetingto fill us in on

all the detailsof how things work around the resort.

We will be doing 3 dives a day so we needrder

lunch the night before becausehen we leave in the
morning we will be gone all day. The food menu
consists of plenty of what | would call American
ch0|ces but therés still a fresh catch of the day which was wahoo and tuna. Both were excellent for
dinner. We are exhausted so a quick change of ports on the camera so we are ready for tomorrows
departure at 7:30 am.
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Day 17

We are up early and excited to see what ¥apng is all about.
Our first dive is Stammtsich which is a Manta dive in 15 ft of
g1 GSNY LU RAR y2i RAA&I LILIRA
to a cleaning station right in front of us. It was mesmerizing «
we hung out for almost 2 hours! Fun stuiur second dive
was Vertigo and it is known for Sharks. We jumped in and h&



about 20 grey reefs and maybe7eBlacktips. They come really close as apparently they hold a shark
feeding at this location even though we were not feeding the sharks. ®div@ was a drift on a coral

wall and garden, just nice and easy over all the hard corals. Hnereally no soft corals here. We
decided to do the Mandarin fish dive tonight to see how it is. Dive time is pretty much however long you
want to stay dow. Our average dive times are 70, 80, 90 minutes. We did have to circumnavigate the
island today as the shortcut is impossible to come through at low tide. It is really a long way around the
tip of this island andhe wind was blowing pretty steadso it made for a rough ride back. Just relaxing

now waiting for our 5:3@m departure.The Mandarins were not
as active as they were in Palau. My mhit come up and mate
0dzi dzy ¥F2NIlidzyl iSfte L KIFRyQi
went to sleep and | missemost of the action by the time |
figured it outand turned them back arBack on the boat, Peggy
KFR GKS alYS LINRPoftSYd hK ¢St
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and then off to bed foanother full day of diving tomorrow.

Day 18

They have moved us to the big boat so we are all together toldgw big rain squalls have already

come through this morning so it could be a wet day. We are doing 3 dives at the southern tip today, the
_ _ = \ & ¥
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of swim

throughsbetween large boulders and cracks in the wall. Makes for an interestinglde/éo the

structure, but not much in the caves other than a few glassgepers. Our other 2 dives were on coral
gardens and wallsyith some of the most beautiful hard coralSince our departure was at 8:30 am this
morning, we do not make it back to the dock until 5:30 pm. Too late for a night dive so they scheduled
ours fortomorrow night. Starving once again so up for dinner and we made the mistake of ordering
LIATTEF YR FLLINByGte 2dz2NBE YR al NeQad 6SNB YIRS
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Day 19

Another great morning sunrise and it looks like we had a few rain showers last night. We are back on th
big boat again today and we will do similar diving that we did yesterday. | shot macro yesterday, so
today | changed to wide anglEound out at breakfast that it is all macro epdas we have to stay closer

to the resortas people want to do a night dive. Back to macro it is. Thank goodness because as soon as
we were out of the channel thre were bigrollersbecause the wind has really picked up. The first dive is



just outside the channel and getting off the boat is pretty challenging. It turns out to be a macro dive
YR ¢S NBIFffte& RARYyQlO aSS (KI G YdzOK® Houzgettingt &8 SO
killed on the ladder. We tuck back inside where it is calm and we decide to do our other 2 dives here as
AG 2dzald AayQil alFS F¥2NJdza (2 o0S 2dzi Ay GKS o6A3
atleastthereareplentydp y dzZRA Q& FyR 3I206ASa FT2N) dza (2 akK22idc«
doing the night dive as it would be right back to the same sight we just did. We might make happy hour
today for the first time. We are back to the smaller boats tomorrow so avernake it to the other side

where it will be calmer and better ‘

diving.We ring the bell for a few
drinks down at the camera room. g
The staff is on it and quickly takes
our order for some fancy smancy '
umbrelladrinks. We even make it
to dinner at a decenhour and
enjoyed a second umbrella drink
before happy hour ended. Off to
bed as tomorrow will be an early departure

Day 20

Back on the smalldats today as we are full throttleutting through the mangroves to the Manta site.

We are doing it first thinghis morning and hoping fome great action. When we swidown to the

Ot SFyAy3a aidlitraz2y S R2 y2i 4SS lye alyidlQao LQ
there almost 20 minutes before the first Manta sightifidpank goodnessThereare 2 together that

K Sy,

come in to get cleaned, the Wdlity is lower today probably due to the wind we had yesterday.yThe

stay briefly and then swim off. Our sightsgere few and far ilbetween today, not sure why, but at

least we did get to see #m agan. They were also different Mantas than wive¢ saw 2 days ago. You

can identify the Mantas by the markings on their bellies. We try Vertigo again with the sharks, only this
time they put a bait tube down in the coral to keep the sharks interested €I KS& R2y Qi ag A
gl a 3A22R FOGA2y | a GKS@& 2dzad 1SLIWG 3I2Ay3 | NRdzy R
good Bark shot today. For the last dive, one boat decided to go down and dive Yap Caverns since they
RARY QiU 3S( weéiviere h&&befbré. Our gr&uy dove Yap Corner which was a drift into the
OKI yySt o ! yF2Nldzyl 6Stex GKS (GARS NBIffeé& RARYyQl



when we gothere. We did drop 3 Crown of ThortaSish overthe dee 2 ( KS& O2dz Ry Qi
coral up top. There was also a nice schodméllBarracuda in the shallowshe tide is really low as we
come back through the mangrove so we have to go super slow and at one part we were not even
moving as the tide was so strong. Back again around 4:00 pm,
we decide to take a walk outside the resort. There are several
little grocery stores close by and a @be of little restaurants
as well. We pick up a couple of local made baskets, these are
used for carrying around all your t&nut paraphernaliaYou
have your beel nut, lime,tobaccoand peppermint leaf. This is

p constant all day long and everyone heteews, as Bob likes to
aleé G¢KSe INB o0A3 Ayid2 GKS ydzi KSNB&d hdzNJ f I &0
make a land toun the afternoonwhen wereturn from the divesA few folks went out on the night dive
tonight, so we will see how went when we see them in the morning.

Day 21

Our last day of diving today and after a very early breakfast at 6:00 we have left the dock by 7:15 am.
Our first dive is Manta ridge which actually was the old cleaning station before they moved over to th
Stammtisch dive site. This site is a narrow channel and in one portlon there is beaurtifid soft corals

- : e at the base. This is the
only dive site where
we have seen any soft
corals. lthas great
sdhooling fish life and a
few large Bumphead
Parrot fidr which came
swimming by After
that we decide to give
the Manta dive one
last try and unfortunately after 90 minutes we have been completely skunkade you ever sat on a
RAGS gl AlGAy3a F2N) alyidlQa (2 &K2gK Séms ivdre siedpiSghs A
others doing selfies and anything else to keep them from getting completely botedtell, we did get
the opportunity to see them 2 other times. Back at the resort we have a quick lunch and a cold beer by
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the pool and therwe are off and running on a land tour around Palau. Lee & Richard are our guides
today as they drive us around the beautiful lustdavery clean island of Yap. Our figtpis to see a



HellcatAirplane that was
shot down over Yap during
WWII, thenalocal village
meeting housetheY Sy Q a
house Apia), we walked
the 1000 year old stone
path, anotherY Sy Q &
house, one of the largest
stone money banks in Yap and the last stop was the old airport landing stripythie Japanese where
2 Japanes&ero aicraft were shot down and onanti-aircraftgun. It wa nice to see the entire island
and how clean andell-keptit is. Back at the resort it is time for cold drinks and a little dinner on the
deck.

Day 22

Packing dayPretty much a day of leisure with a late breakfast and the packing up of all the stuff that
has exploded frm our suitcases.dl time with somesunshine before lunch up on the cleof the
Mnew. We have &it more
time by the pool before we
need to getready for our
cultural tour departing at
4:30 pm tonight to one of
the locd villages
performing the traditional
Yap Bamboo Stick dance. There are about 30 of us from the resort and the van drops us off at the start
of the stone path that leads us to théllage meeting house. The path is very curved and unexeéch
we are told is to prevent others from looking into your home, because they need to watch their step.
This is really true as we all carefully walked along looking down to watch our ¥tefdsave 2 guides
leading us to the village, they are dressed in traditional attire and as custom is, ith& &mmen are
topless. Some of the women have a unique coloring on their skin which we later discover is coconut oll

with turmeric that they rub onthemselves. After arriving at the meeting house we meet Stan who |



